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said all that I wish upon the subject" and that he would return to the charge later on.1
Monroe did not help or hurt either side except, perhaps, by showing the members that all the Revolutionary veterans were not for the Constitution. Neither members nor spectators paid much attention to him, though this was no reflection on Monroe, for the Convention did not listen with patience to many speakers except Henry. When Henry spoke, every member was in his seat and the galleries were packed. But Only the most picturesque of the other speakers could hold the audience for longer than half an hour; generally members walked about and the spectators were absent except when Henry took the floor.2
As usual, the Constitutionalists were ready with their counter-stroke. Wythe in the * chair recognized a tall, ungainly young man of thirty-two. He was badly dressed in a loose, summer costume, and his blazing black eyes and unkempt raven hair made him look more like a poet or an artist than a lawyer or statesman.3 He had bought a new coat the day the Convention met; but it was a most inexpensive addition to his raiment, for it cost but one pound, Virginia currency, then greatly depreciated.4 He
1  Elliott, iii, 207-22.
2  "When any other member spoke, the members of the audience would, in half an hour, be going out or moving from their seats." (Winston to Wirt, quoted in Henry, ii, 347.)  Henry spoke every day of the twenty-two days' debate, except five; and often spoke several times a day. (16., 350.)
3  Grigsby, i, 176.
4  Marshall's Account Book. The entry is: "[June] 2 Paid for coat for self 1." Two months earlier Marshall paid " for Nankin for breeches for self 1.16." (16., April 1,1788.) Yet about the same time he spent one pound, nine shillings at a "barbecue."